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The Blessing af ’ﬁwms

A THANKSGIVING DEVOTIONAL FOR FAMILIES BY NANCY LEIGH DEMOSS

Have you ever thanked God for the thornd imyoun ldef? r adi o s erNaneys, O0The
Leigh DeMagsows how our afflictions can be the tool God uses to mhlsedisdilssidesgaide

was dewpéd to compleméntt e Bl es si ng o bucanoaer ondvwio CDsabg visings e r
the Revive Our Hearts store at www.ReviveOurHearts.com.

Use this devotionainpthryour fanig week leading up to Thartksgiventhem a deeper

appreciation for the purposes of God betimésthieabh@ame into adrHiseseries includes a

moving drama to share with your whole family when they gather for Thanksgiving.

FﬂMi117 Devetional Plan

Dﬂz17 7, MO%C{%V (DRAMA AND PART 1 ON NANCY® TEACHING CD)

Introduce the Drama Reading:0 On t he surface, this is a stor)
us to be thankful. But the greater story i8 &hslb¥eoahd purpose for our lives. The story is perfect
for Thanksgiving, butasyodw see, itods always the right se:

A Play the Drama Reading from the CD.
A Get reactions from each family member.

IntroducePartlof Nancyo6s te@lchiorgderattea igpdt: a cl earer
cletk meantby her O6Thanksgiving Special,d this CD has
on how God can use the thorns in our |lives. Thi
APlayParthf Nancyds teaching materi al

P

C
<

Part 1 Discussion Questions:

A Why are thorns true gifts from God?

A Howdothor ns show us the Obeauty of Godoés comfort
A How can thorns make the oOorosesdé of I|ife more
A What is a othorndé in human experience?

A What does it mean to see our thorns from heav
A When did thorns come into the world?

A What are some minor thorns in life?
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A What are some major thorns in life?
A Thorns press in on us and Osqueezed us. What
A How does God transform our thorns into things of beauty?

Close in prayer.

DWV Z, TIABSdﬂzv (PARTS 2 AND 3 ON NANCY® TEACHING CD)

Introduce the lesson:Di s pl ay a oObouqueto6 of thorny stems on
family members of the drama. Ask family members if they discovered any thorns in their lives during
the past weck.

Introduce Part2o0 f  Na n c yngreatetickcaWé& want t o see a b
a thorn to transform and shape a mand

APlayPartZOf Nancyds teaching materi al

i
s |ife,

Part 2 Discussion Questions:

A How cana person have overflowing joy in the midst of a thorn experience, like the Apostle Paul?

What do you think is Godds oObig pictured purp
Some thorns go on and on, and we are tempted to lose heart. What will help us press on?

Whatwasth e apostl e Paul 6s response to afflictions
How can a person have overflowing joy in the midst of a thorny experience?

What do you think is Godds oObig pictured purp

How valuable are your thorns in making you more like Jesus Christ?

> > > > > > >

IntroducePart3o0f Nancyds t etk etishser theaeaksource of:afflictions in your
|l ife, and your part in O6receivingd these aff

APlayPart3of Nancyds teaching materi al

Part 3 Discussion Questions:

Al f a thorn is a O0Omessenger of Satan, 6 i s he t
A What should be your response to any thorn that God chooses not to remove after much prayer?
A Isit possible for a Christian to obey and serve the Lord and still experience thorny afflictions?
How so?
A what was Paulds attitude about his othorn in
A How can a thorn be a Oomessenger of Satano?
A How can a thorn be a gift from God?
A What should be your response to a thorn that God does not remove after prayer?

Close in prayer.
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DWV ,5, WEL{?LBSL{%% (PARTS 4 AND 5 ON NANCY& TEACHING CD)

Introduce the lesson: Take time for a short review of this fresh way of looking at Thanksgiving.

Introduce Part4of Nancyds tem@Godds mataecre als s0 amazi ng
werealmd er st and how God bl esses our |ives? Par

APlayPart40f Nancyds teaching materi al

Part 4 Discussion Questions:

A What part does Godoés grace and our humility p
afflictions of life?

Als Godés grace sufficient for all of your tho

A If we do not have a perfect understanding of why God is allowing a thorn in our lives, what

should be our response to suffering?

Il s Godds grace suffi ci eilihdwithetrd diffcualtpefson? Ci r cumst a
How do you know?

>

Introduce Part50f Nancyods te@m@Goddnagsmast ecdiralt horns to ac
our lives. They are not meaningless. As we listen to Part Five, ask God to show you how He wants
your thorns. o

A PlaypPat50f Nancyds teaching materi al

Part 5 Discussion Questions:

A How does God use thorns (afflictions) to discipline us, to make us more dependent on Him,
to keep us humble?

>

Would you be willing to have a thorn remain in your life if to do so would protect you, keep

you humble, make you dependent on the Lord, sanctify you, and make you a more fruitful

servant of God?

How can a Christian say, 0God intended my tho
Thorns are not meaningless. How does God use thorns (afflictions) to discipline us?

> v D

Name some ways that thorns can make us a blessing to others and equip us for ministry.

Encourage family members to share this unique Thanksgiving message with others (at school, at
work, in the neighborhood).

Close in prayer.
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DWV 4, T[LTA 1 Sl{ﬂzv s Tk%nksaiVing DM7 (DRAMA CD AND TESTIMONIES)

Replay thedramaiia good r e mi n d ehtchildrénths wall astited guests! 6 f or
A Note: Small children could make a craft (such as drawing long stems with thorns or wrapping
clay around a drinking straw and adding thorns).

Testimonies

Each familymemberc an share O0Thingsif(8eewhdgehoBSham t han
Bl essingdéd activity undé&itk. 0More | deas for Your
Did anyone share the Owedi?ONhanhsppened?oncept with ot
If planned ahead of time, an older Christian can share how God transformed his or her thorns

>

> >

into a thing of beauty.

Prayer: Close the session with a time of prayet, allowing each family member to offer a simple prayer
of thanks to God for all His good giftsii the roses and the thorns.

MORE IDEAS FOR THANKSGIVING DAY
1. Purchase a bouquet of roses for your Thanksgiving dinner.
A Cut off the roses and use the rose stems as the centerpiece.
A You can do something creative with the rose petals, perhaps scatter them on the table around
the base of the vase or in a basket in the bathroom.

2. Place a small piece of a stem with thorns at each plate setting at the table. When

opportunity for the conversation opets, share t}F
A Share your own personal storyfl be sure to keep it short and simple.
A Of fer an opportunity to each one at the tabl e

situationdé they have or are facing at the mom
As each person shares, have each one cast their stem of thorns into the center of the table as

>

an act that symbolizes giving this area to the Lord. En d W ThinRsO-giving @rayer.

3. Take two bouquets to the hostess if you are a guest for Thanksgiving dinner: one as a
thank you for hospitality,and one as a ni thebdoquet a stems vatis thoonsio
(an opportunity to explain).

4 . Pl an a 0Thorny Thanksgivingé
A Use a oO0crown of 't hor ns ¢6Usathisasacofv@sitibnetditgg i ece on p
while at dinner. (Perhaps someone might explain the meaning of thorns in our lives.)

5. Sharing a Blessing
Start with one rose. Have everyone share one blessing or something they are thankful for.
As they share, ask them to pull off a rose petal and toss it in the middle of the table.

> > >

When the rose gets back to the hostess, cut off the remaining petals of the rose. Then, share

the story or drama.

Share your thornstory. Then, pass the rose stem around aski
T h a ngkisgGtory.

>

© Revive Our Hearts. Used with permission. www.ReviveOurHearts.com. Info@ReviveOurHearts.com. ‘4‘




using the Drama &-D

If you wish to only play the drama CD for your family (rather than the four-part teaching series), use
the following discussion guide.

Introduction:0 Thi s dr ama gave me an entirely differ.
a special blessing to you, ®

Or,youcansay:0 On t he surface, this is a story about
But the greater story is addoWHi&tmle and purpose for our lives. The story is perfect for Thanksgiving
but as vy o u theright keaseret@expressstadhankfal heara lyhepe this will be a special

bl essing to you. 6

Discuss the drama. After the drama finishes playing, say, 0 Doesn &t t hat give you
into thankf ul Angages$n fusthbr disculsihnaadite 1So1g leads, vith ygu? O

group of friends. You can use the discussion questions from the devotional plan as a guide.

Questions you might ask:

A Why are thorns really gifts from God?

A How can thorns make the orosesé of |ife more
A Howcanseeing our thorns from heavends perspectiyv

Another ldea: Take a copy of the DramaCD t o a host/ hostessds home on
you can share a special Thanksgiving drama. You might mention that you have a short series of

messages by Nancy Leigh DeMoss that expands on this theme. Consider leaving the CD with your

hostess to review over the weekend.

© Revive Our Hearts. Used with permission. www.ReviveOurHearts.com. Info@ReviveOurHearts.com. ,5




